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Contact: leeta.batlle@gcisd.net (best way!) or 817-305-4790 ext. 2350    Conference: 6th Period

Course Content – This course is designed to provide gifted/talented students the opportunity to study Texas geography, historical development, culture, government, and folklore.  The history portion of Texas Discoveries challenges students by extending social studies skills and broadening their knowledge base of Texas’ history through investigation and interpretation of multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints drawn from the varied cultures that make up the Lone Star State.  Taught in conjunction with Language Arts, Texas Discoveries further provides opportunities for extended learning through co-curricular activities, possible field trips to local historical sites, and hands-on experiences.  Specific content will be as follows:

Native Texas
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Geography of Texas
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Native American Cultures
Spain and France
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European Exploration
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Colonization and the Spanish Mission System
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Society in Spanish Texas
Mexico and Independence
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Anglo-American Colonization
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The Road to Revolution
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The Republic of Texas

 The CSA
[image: image9.png]



Statehood
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Civil War and Reconstruction
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Frontier Wars
The United States 
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Ranching and Cotton in Texas
[image: image13.png]



Texas Industry
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The Age of Reform
Texas Today
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Modern Texas
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Texas Government

Google Classroom - Our classroom will be structured using Google Classroom. The site includes a calendar to show assignment due dates, as well as links to content and assignments. Your student will be joining his or her class with a code by the second day of school. Once joined, a student can access Google Classroom from any computer or device and should log in with the GCISD student Google account. Please ask them to see Google Classroom, and make a point to "check it out" weekly. If a student is absent, he or she can check here, and sometimes even complete and turn the work in before returning to school. They can also message me questions about the assignments. Google also has a "parent component" where I can add a parent email. More information about this component will be shared Aug. 29th at mini-school.

Grade Averaging - 
Four types of grades will be taken:

· Digital Citizenship (10% … using technology appropriately)

· Self-Regulated Learner (25% … work completed on-time, in a neat manner)

· Critical Engagement (30% … homework, in-class assignments, group collaboration)

· Summative (35% … summative assessments, tests, projects)
Class Rules – Do the right thing. Do the best you can. Show people you care!
I’m looking forward to a fantastic year! Don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. –Leeta Batlle
http://coachbatlle.weebly.com








